LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT

THE FIRST ANGLO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Fistoarical Mater Dedication Ceremany

Saturday, February 25, 2017
11:00 a.m.
Nat Hart Davis Museum and Pioneer Complex

14264 Liberty Street
Montgomery, Texas 77356




LAKE CREEK
SETTLEMENT

LONG BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF STEPHEN F. AUSTIN'S COLONISTS, THE
COUSHATTA INDIANS TRAVELED THROUGH THE LANDS THAT WOULD
BECOME THE LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT UPON THE COUSHATTA TRACE, A
TRADE ROAD FROM LOUISIANA INTO TEXAS. LOCATED IN AUSTIN'S
SECOND COLONY IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF COAHUILA AND TEXAS
DURING THE TEXAS COLONIAL PERIOD, LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT TRACES
ITS ORIGINS TO 1825.

ON JUNE 4, 1825, STEPHEN F. AUSTIN SIGNED A CONTRACT WITH THE
MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO BEGIN THE INTRODUCTION OF FIVE HUNDRED
FAMILIES FROM THE UNITED STATES. IN 1831, SOME OF THE FAMILIES
SETTLED BETWEEN THE WEST FORK OF THE SAN JACINTO RIVER AND A
STREAM CALLED LAKE CREEK IN TODAY'S MONTGOMERY COUNTY. THE
LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT IS THE EARLIEST KNOWN ANGLO AMERICAN
SETTLEMENT IN THE COUNTY.

IN 1835, WILLIAM W. “W.W." SHEPPERD, A COLONIST FROM NORTH
CAROLINA, PURCHASED A TRACT IN THE NORTHWESTERNMOST CORNER
OF THE JOHN CORNER LEAGUE. SHEPPERD OPENED A STORE ON THE
PROPERTY, THE FIRST BUSINESS IN THE AREA. HE ALSO OPERATED A GIN
AND STOCKYARD AND WAS THE POSTMASTER. IN JULY 1837, SHEPPERD
FOUNDED THE TOWN OF MONTGOMERY AT THE SITE OF HIS STORE.

THE AREA'S PROXIMITY TO TOWN CREEK AND AVAILABLE FRESH WATER
ATTRACTED SETTLERS AND PROVIDED FOR THEIR CROPS AND LIVESTOCK.
IN ADDITION, NEARBY POPULAR TRADE ROUTES AIDED IN THE
COMMUNITY'S GROWTH, SERVING AS A TRADE STOP OR MEETING PLACE.
A NUMBER OF LAKE CREEK SETTLERS FOUGHT IN THE TEXAS REVOLUTION,
INCLUDING JOHN MARSHALL WADE, WHO MANNED ONE OF THE FAMOUS
“TWIN SISTERS" CANNONS DURING THE BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO.

(2016)

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
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Artist’s Rendering of W. W. Shepperd’s Store in the Lake Creek Settlement



NEWS RELEASE

Montgomery Independent School District
13159 Walden Road * Montgomery TX 77356
Sonja Lopez * Executive Director of HR & Communications
slopez@misd.org * 936-276-2000

May 18, 2016

Exciting Times as MISD’s New Schools Named

Construction Underway at MISD’s Newest Elementary.....Keenan Elementary

Montgomery ISD’s May board meeting held special excitement as the names of three new schools and
one existing campus were announced.

The name of the newest elementary school opening at the start of the 2017-2018 school year will be
Keenan Elementary. The school site is located off of Keenan Cut-Off Road and the name follows the
tradition of many MISD schools being named after their geographical location.

The name of the new junior high school (MISD’s second junior high school) also opening at the beginning
of the 2017-2018 school year will be Oak Hills Junior High. The beautiful trees and rolling hills in the
area make the school site a beautiful location. Furthermore, the Hills of Montgomery and Crown Oaks
Subdivisions are both in the very near vicinity.

Montgomery’s second high school is set to open at the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year and will
be named Lake Creek High School. The earliest Anglo-American settlement in Montgomery County
was called the Lake Creek Settlement. The Lake Creek Settlement was part of Austin’s Colony in the
Mexican State of Coahuila y Tejas. After the Texas Revolution, the city of Montgomery was founded in
the middle of Lake Creek Settlement in 1837. The Montgomery ISD boundary lines and that of the original
Lake Creek Settlement are almost identical.

Montgomery’s existing Montgomery Intermediate will undergo a conversion from a 5™ grade only campus
to a Pre-K through 5" grade campus for the 2017-2018 school year and will be renamed Lincoln
Elementary. The building and site where Montgomery Intermediate sits today was originally known as
Lincoln High School. Lincoln High School was an institution of learning for African-American students in
Montgomery before segregation and the renaming provides homage to its history.

Montgomery ISD is excited about the upcoming school years with these new campuses joining the MISD
family and wants to thank the community for all of their input in the naming process. Over 72 pages of
suggestions for school names were submitted through a community survey and poured over by the
School Naming Subcommittee.
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July 8, 1837 Edition of Telegraph and Texas Register Newspaper [Houston, Texas]

MONTGOMERY. s,
SITII ATED in the county of Washington, sixty miles northwest of the city
of Flouston, thirty five miies vast of the town of Washington, and six miles
west of the SanJacinto River, in the centre of a hizh, beautiful and undulating
district of country, distinguished for health, zcod water, and soil.

It isexpected that a new county wili be organized, at the next sesslon of
congress, embracing this section' of country, in which event, the town of Mont-
gomery fromits central position, must be selected as the seat of justice. -

The San Jacinto affords an excellent keel boat navigation to this point.
The most direct route from the city of Houston to Robertson’s colony and-Red
River settlements, and from Bevils settlement to Washington, pass tgrnugh this
town. The great extent of good land lying contiguous, and its increasing and
enterprising agricnltural population, cannot fail of making this one of the most
flourishing inland towns in this republic. :

Sales of lots at auction will take place in the town of Montgomery, on the
first Monday in September ensuing, and continue for three days. —

Terms of sale, six, and twelve months credit. Notes-withapproved security
will be required. Good titles will be nade upon the payment of the first notes.

W. W. SHEPPE § 2
I W. MU{}DY:zf“" companys

Texas 4th July, 1837.

December 9, 1837 Edition of the Telegraph and Texas Register Newspaper [Houston, Texas]

ASENTS

oRr THE TELEGRAFH.

In the United Stater—Eowars Hini, New
Orleans. e T

In Texns—BarLy, Gay & Hoxrr, Waskingtom:
Cel. Gro. W. Por, Celumbin. Tusoboax %lx:-
NETT, Brazeria. W. W. Sueranp, Montgomery,
Lake creck. “Judie Usher, Texnna. B. T.
Braxcn, Liberty. Jos. Rowg, San Augnstine.
D. €. Cexvinainay, Mina, or Bastrop. |

e i L - -

HOUSTON, SATURDAY, DEC. 9, i1837.
W

AGENTS FOT THE TELEGRAPH
...W. W, SHEPARD, Montgomery, Texas,...

Note: July 2017 is the 180" anniversary of the founding of Montgomery, Texas.
December 14, 2017 is the 180" anniversary of the creation of Montgomery County.
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Texas founding father, Charles B. Stewart, settled in the Lake Creek
Settlement following the Texas Revolution. Above is Stewart’s original 1839
drawing of the Lone Star Flag of Texas.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE
TEXAS FLAG

“Honor the Texas Flag;
| pledge allegiance to thee, Texas,
One State under God,
One and indivisible.”

Printed program for Lake Creek Settlement marker dedication ceremony courtesy of the
Texas Heritage Society
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